
Welcome to the "EdLabor Insider" e-newsletter!  Thank you for signing up to receive 
updates from the Democrats on the U.S. House Committee on Education and the 
Workforce.  

In this issue:   

Education Loan Calculator: See How Much You Could Save  
Update on the Fight for a Minimum Wage Increase  
Worker Rights Bill Nearly Has Enough Votes for Passage  
Mine Safety Improvements Must Continue   
Outrage of the Week: Republicans Trying Again to Privatize Social Security  

_________________________________________________________  

Education Loan Calculator : See How Much You Could Save  

Use our new Student Loan Calculator to see how much you could save on new student and parent federal 
education loans under a Democratic proposal to cut loan interest rates in half .  

_________________________________________________________  

Update on the Fight for a Minimum Wage Increase  

A Democratic petition to force the Republican leadership to act on Democratic legislation to increase the 
minimum wage from $5.15 an hour to $7.25 is 29 signatures away from success.  Congressional Republicans 
continue to block debate or a vote on the issue. (Read the petition here. )  

_________________________________________________________  

Worker Rights Bill Nearly Has Enough Votes for Passage  

A measure to protect workers' rights to organize and bargain collectively, the Employee Free Choice Act 
(EFCA), now has 215 cosponsors – just three away from a majority .  If the Republican-controlled Congress 
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stopped blocking action on this critical measure, the bill would pass with votes from its co-sponsors and just 
three other legislators. (More )  

_________________________________________________________  

Mine Safety Improvements Must Continue  

Mine safety legislation is on its way to President Bush's desk, but more safety measures are needed to fully 
protect America's miners.  At least two days of oxygen must be provided to trapped miners, communications 
and tracking devices must be placed in the mines as soon as possible, and inspections of this safety equipment
must be more vigilant. (More )  

_________________________________________________________  

Outrage of the Week: Republicans Trying Again To Dismantle Social Security?    

"At company after company, workers’ private pension benefits are being slashed. The typical American 
worker’s 401(k) has a balance that can barely finance a year of retirement, let alone a whole retirement. The 
only sure thing left for most American retirees is Social Security. But that hasn't stopped Republican leaders 
from trying to turn Social Security from a guarantee into a gamble." 

-- Rep. George Miller, in response to Republicans' renewed interest in trying to privatize Social Security. 
(More )    
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